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The Evening of the Thirtieth 
by JOSEPH SMITH 


e It was New Year’s Eve, according 
to the Chinese farmers’ calendar. In 
their language, it was “the evening 
of the thirtieth.” I walked along the 
narrow cobblestone path in the cen- 


“It is the evening of the thirtieth.” 
Methodist Print 


ter of the village. On the door of each 
house had been pasted- a wide red 
paper inscribed with large black 
characters hailing the New Year and 
invoking prosperity and long life 
upon the family within. The incense- 
stands in front of every door smoked 
with the burning bundles of incense. 


Winter, 1950 


Kiangsu-Anhwei Christian Rural 
Service Union—China 


Notes on the Past Year 


e The Union was organized in 1947 
by seven missions and five institutions 
for the purpose of providing an ade- 
quate program in the rural churches 
of the Nanking area. Despite difficul- 
ties, the past year has been one of 
continued progress. Activities up to 
June 30, 1949 may be summarized as 
follows: 

Pastors’ School: Last year there 
were twenty-four pastors present for 
the rural leaders training course and 
to develop plans for the coming year. 
The School for the current year will 
not be held until fall. 


It is the “evening of the thirtieth” 
all over the East. For good or ill the 
old is passing away and the New 
Year is dawning. Sometimes it seems 
we have waited too long to light the 
lamp—the lamp of God’s love in 
Christ; the lamp of knowledge that 
leads to freedom and dignity; the 
lamp of a holy and consuming passion 
for the well-being of all men of what- 
ever race. Particularly across the Chi- 
nese countryside where eight out of 
ten of her people live and where the 
new revolution has its deepest roots, 
the Christian church has been slow 
to light her lamps. There are only a 
few flickers here and there at too 
widely separated intervals. 

But hope rises from two facts: 
There are some lights and it remains 
to be seen how far their gleam will 
reach. And, the greatest light of all 
comes from a tomb where once the 
hope of the world lay in darkness. 

World Call 


Improved method for cleaning grain.— 
China. 


Farmers’ Institutes: One has been 
held with 132 farmers in attendance. 
The number increased as the insti- 
tute continued. Instruction was given 
in crop improvement, pest control, 
introduction of improved seeds, dem- 
onstration methods, etc. Many were 
interested in crop losses from pests 
because the current year revealed 
nearly fifty percent loss in some grain 
crops. 

Nursery School: This drew children 
from nearby families and the homes 
of newly arrived officers. Parents 
were frequently astonished to see the 
progress made by their children. 

Anti-blind Clinic: Dr. Lee Ruh-ling 
came twice with his clinic and treated 
over a thousand cases, performing 
modern miracles by restoring sight to 

(Continued on page 2) 
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those who had been blind for as long 
as fifteen years. 

Emergency Clinic: Because of the 
extreme urgency medical service was 
opened at a temporary center where 
over thirty patients a day were treat- 
ed. We hope to develop a traveling 
clinic as soon as facilities permit. A 
temporary clinic was also conducted 
among refugees camped near the sta- 
tion. The chief difficulty in medical 
service is food which is often essen- 
tial as a first step to recovery. 

Hand Work Classes: During the 
year classes were opened and girls 
were taught knitting. They were al- 
lowed to keep every fourth garment 
made. Forty joined this group. 

Demonstration Gardens: All land 
available to the Service Center has 
been planted to vegetables, fruit 
trees, crops for demonstration and 
teaching purposes. Here farmers can 
see and evaluate crops grown. Thirty 
varieties of wheat were grown side 
by side. There were cotton plants pro- 
ducing several times as much lint as 
the local varieties. In accord with the 
new government’s drive for increased 
food production we produced thirty 
thousand tomato plants for distribu- 
tion. These were greatly welcomed 
by institutions, government and by 
hundreds of gardeners and farmers. 
Every day visitors came to see the 
demonstration plots. Many _ rural 
churches could duplicate this project. 

Tree Planting: To provide relief 
work for some 250 refugees, a total of 
124,100 trees were planted. Some 
projects had to be stopped because of 
inflation, but work with trees has con- 
tinued. 

Rural Church Materials: A special 
effort has been made for religious 
education in rural churches. Over 
ten different booklets on worship, 
family membership forms, etc., have 
been prepared. Large quantities have 
been distributed, some free and others 
for the cost of printing. 

Better Homes Institute: A four-day 
Better Homes Institute was held at 
the Center, February 21 to 24. Atten- 
tion was focussed upon home garden- 
ing, religion for the family, health and 
hygiene, child training, making of 
clothing and infant care. A number 
of delegates joined the group of fam- 
ilies cooperating for the development 
of model homes. 

Literacy Classes: Fifteen classes 
have been in session and it is hoped 


Members of cooperative society meet 


to provide a class for each of the 
church communities. 

Primary School: To meet the ur- 
gent need we organized a day-time 
literacy class for children, but it 
promptly grew into a primary school 
with 130 pupils. 

General Purpose: We believe that 
the approach to the rural community 
illustrated by these projects is the 
essential Christian approach of un- 
selfish service and one that will win 
confidence for the Church in a society 
where the preaching approach is un- 
der criticism. 

We have prepared an outline of 
Rural Church Service Program Plans 
in both Chinese and English, available 
to all rural workers. 

—Condensed from report of 
O. J. GouLTER, Field Director 


What Is Balanced Farming? 
® With balanced farming the family 
and the farm are considered jointly 
as a living and a producing unit. The 
different enterprises like poultry, 
crops, family nutrition or clothing are 
not treated as separate problems but 
are viewed in their relationship to 
the family farm as a whole. Balanced 
farming considers the welfare of both 
the family and the farm. 

“This program is the outgrowth of 
soil conservation work” declares Mil- 
ler Carpenter, County Agricultural 
Extension Agent in Missouri. Farmers 
are coming to regard soil conserva- 
tion not as a separate program but 
as a part of wise home and farm 
management. This discovery of the 
farm family as the focal point for 
the improvement of agriculture has 
hopeful implications. —I.W.M. 
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in China. They practice self-help. 
Photo by W. A. Anderson 


Always Before Me 


@ Now you know a little of the back- 


ground of my work, and that work is = 


my life. Through this spring we had 
drought. Water from the deep well 
which we, as a member of an irriga- 


tion cooperative, sponsor was unavail- - 


able because of faulty installation of 


the pump. We had a stretch of winter © 
wheat which we had planted on land — 


irrigated last fall. This yielded well 
even in drought, and proved a good 
demonstration of the value of fall irri- 
gation. 
harvest a season of excessive rainfall 
began which has not yet completely 
ended. The fall crops were drowned. 
In ten days our tomato and egg plant 
crops were 


setting out fall cabbage plants. Seeds 
planted then rotted. I shall not pic- 
ture the seascn which we face. 

This week’s theme for the daily 
morning staff-student devotional pe- 
riod as planned by our new church 
department worker is “How do we 
know that Jesus is living?” Today the 
animal husbandry worker read from 
Acts 2. I quote the 25th and 36th 
verses: “I saw the Lord always be- 
fore me, for he is at my right hand 
that I may not be shaken.” “Let all 
the house of Israel know assuredly 
that God has made him both Lord 
and Christ, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.” So this is the Christ who 
is at our side that we may not be 
shaken—this Christ who has made 
even death itself powerless and un- 
intimidating. He is living! 


—From a Missionary in Asia 


Following the June wheéat 2 


completely destroyed, i 
and the sodden ground cleared for 


The Door of Agricultural 
Missions 

® One of the outstanding achieve- 
ments on any mission field was that 
before the war by Brayton C. Case 
and Joseph M. Smith at Pyinmana. 
This work was reopened following 
the war by Roger W. Getz and Wil- 
liam N. Rice. Both of these men and 
their families rendered magnificent 
service, but due to political unrest 
and the Karen revolts, they were 
forced to flee from Pyinmana, barely 
_ escaping with their lives. All posses- 
sions as well as the Pyinmana stock 
and equipment were looted or de- 
stroyed. The Burma Mission has felt 
that a program of Christian agricul- 
tural extension must go on. But with 
conditions at present so disturbed in 
central Burma, this program can best 
be carried on in the hill areas. There 
is hope that great good may come 
from this and that these people who 
are so ready to respond to the Gospel 
will also discover ways and means for 
more abundant living. 

—From Missions, October, 1949 


From Mexico 
@ Our work in rural improvement has 
been vitalized by shipments of pedi- 
greed chicks by plane from the Penn 
State Poultry Club and Alumni. With 
the cooperation of almost everybody 
we knew who was at all interested 
to help we have now distributed well 
over 2000 chicks, over much of south- 
ern Mexico. These have been mostly 
in small lots to members of different 
congregations who promise to use im- 
proved methods in caring for them 
and to give a tenth of the proceeds to 
the church—not exactly a Lord’s 
Acre, but the motive is the same. 
Other phases of the agricultural 
program include the distribution of 
improved seed corn, developed by the 
Rockefeller Foundation and Hubam 
clover which is considered by the 
Foundation to be the most practical 
green manure crop for soil improve- 
ment in this climate. 
—-LESTER and ELIZABETH ZOOK 


Christian Mission Among Rural Peo- 
ple ; 

This book is now recognized both 
at home and abroad as our most help- 
ful statement on method and philoso- 
phy for Christian rural work. 

Reprinted, bound in cloth with an 
attractive jacket it still sells for $1.50 


Interest in soil conservation has come very 
late in Africa but this lad is beginning early. 
The future of Africa‘’s soil is of tremendous 

importance to him. 


per copy. Special prices on larger 
orders. 

Order from Agricultural Missions, 
Inc., 156 Fifth Ave., New York. 


Friends Write 


e “RuRAL MISSIONS is a great help to 

us. We have used and are using many 

of the ideas it brings.” —India 
* * * 

“A friend showed me a copy of 
RURAL MIssIONS a few weeks ago. It 
was very interesting and I am writing 
to inquire if I can receive it regu- 
larly.” —Africa 

* * * 

“RuRAL MISSIONS is greatly appre- 
ciated out here.” —Philippines 
* * * 

“Please accept my cordial thanks 
for RuRAL MIssIons which I read with 
great interest. Could our Trustee on 
the Field secure a copy?” 

—Germany 


A Word to You 


RurAL MISSIONS aims to present 
different kinds of work in various 
countries of the world. It is our hope 
that coverage may be just as com- 
plete as possible during the current 
year. We realize that important proj- 
ects may be overlooked at times due 
to lack of information. 

We invite you to send in any ac- 
counts of work which you believe will 
be of help and interest to others. 
Photographs are always appreciated. 
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Down to Earth 
by WALTER C. LOWDERMILK 


¢ If civilization is to endure, 
society must be born again out 
of an economy of exploitation 
into an economy of conserva- 
tion. “Where there is no vision 
the people perish.” 

The earth is the silent part- 
ner in the rise and fall of peo- 
ples and civilizations. It richly 
rewards the diligent and un- 
derstanding. It brings a curse 
of poverty and decadence upon 
those who neglect and waste 
its substance. An ancient Law 
Giver said, “The sins of the 
father shall be visited upon 
the children to the third and 
fourth generations.” But in the 
wastage of the Earth’s re- 
sources, sins of exploitation and 
wastage are visited upon the 
children for ten times three and four 
generations to come. 


Land is not an economic commod- 
ity but an integral part of a Nation, 
even as its people are. Man expresses 
his moral obligation to posterity as 
surely through the Earth as through 
his social institutions. Fertile or ster- 
ile lands that are passed on to feed 
future generations are, apart from 
blood descendants, our most direct 
link with the future. When the 
Earth’s resources are wholly hus- 
banded in the advanced knowledge of 
full conservation, the possibilities of 
the Earth for increased populations 
are far beyond the imagination of 
mankind in general. If vast energies 
of human zace and resources of the 
Earth could be directed toward a goal 
of conservation, instead of destruc- 
tion and despoliation, the good Earth 
would respond with abundance for 
all. 

—From “The Sierra Leone Outlook” 


Dr. Walter C. Lowdermilk, eminent 
authority on soil conservation, is now in 
Africa under the auspices of Agricul- 
tural Missions, Inc. He has traveled 
widely conferring with mission bodies, 
government officials and others concern- 
ing immediate problems in land use and 
soil conservation. His reception by gov- 
ernment officials and tribal men alike 
bespeaks the importance of his mission. 
His tour was made possible by a special 
appropriation. by the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion. 

* * * 


The happiness of your life depends 
upon the quality of your thoughts. 
—Marcus AURELIUS 


Spiritual and Financial 
Values in the Lord's 
Acre Plan 
by DUMONT CLARKE 


e The Lord’s Acre plan is that each 
one in the rural church and all who 
receive the benefits of the church are 
asked to dedicate to God a worthy 
portion of some farm crop or of live- 
stock, and at the time of maturity sell 
the crop or livestock and give the cash 
proceeds to the church. Wage earners 
join with members of the farm family 
by dedicating to God the first hour’s 
wage each week—the first fruits of 
earning power. 

In general the Lord’s Acre plan is 
a method of stewardship which sup- 
plements the regular systematic giv- 
ing. It is often used for church build- 
ing improvements. It is a way by 
which many may be trained in tith- 
ing. The plan is highly adaptable for 
the local church; and before putting 
it into practice a study should be 
made of various methods which have 
been used for enrolling the workers, 
for recording the projects, and for 
marketing the produce. 

The Lord’s Acre plan takes “head 
power, heart power, heel power,” for 
its successful use. Because the plan 
calls for real work, its rapid, wide- 
spread growth seems indeed remark- 
able. In twenty years since the be- 
ginning of the Lord’s Acre Movement 
under the auspices of the Farmers 
Federation at Asheville, North Caro- 
lina, the use of the plan has spread 
in the United States from the Atlan- 
tic to the Pacific, from Canada to 
Mexico, and into many mission fields. 

God’s manifest blessing on this 
Movement has a three-fold explana- 
tion: 

First, the Lord’s Acre plan is an 
adaptation of a Biblical practice 
which was fundamental in the life of 
Israel. It put to work for God all 
ages in the patriarchal family in obe- 
dience to His command, “The first 
of the first-fruits of thy land thou 
shalt bring unto the house of the 
Lord thy God.” Also, it helped to in- 
fuse all occupations with the spirit of 
God, in response to the Psalmist’s 
words, “The earth is the Lord’s and 
the fulness thereof, the world and 
they that dwell therein.” These Old 
Testament principles of life and work 
were re-affirmed in Christ’s teachings, 
such as, “Let your light so shine be- 
fore men that they may see your good 


Rev. Dumont Clarke.—He rejoices “that so 

many have had their lives enriched and 

ennobled by this vitalized form of stew- 
ardship.” 


works and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven.” 

The rural church today, in response 
to the Biblical injunctions, must seek 
to engage all its people in sacrificial 
work for the Kingdom. God requires 
a working church for the advance- 
ment of His Kingdom. The Lord’s 
Acre plan gives to all in the church, 
young and old, the practical oppor- 
tunity to take part in this work 
through dedicated projects. It chal- 
lenges each one to work for God. It 
makes it possible, as no other plan 
yet advanced, that all in the rural 
church shall be “laborers together 
with God.” 


Secondly, the Lord’s Acre plan, 
when prayerfully guided and well 
managed, brings substantial, supple- 
mentary financial support to the 
Church. It is significant that it pro- 
vides for setting aside a dedicated 
portion of the farm produce from the 
beginning of the planting season, or 
at the selection of the Lord’s Live- 
stock, and so does not depend upon a 
left-over. 

The records at the Farmers Federa- 
tion tell of hundreds of churches 
which have effected many progressive 
results in property improvements, 
new buildings, increased benevolence 
gifts, and improved pastoral facilities. — 
The records of these gains are factual 
and bear out the statement of a pastor 
that the Lord’s Acre plan, when well 
worked, “brings to pass results which ~ | 
formerly were dreamed of, but which 
were hardly thought possible.” 

Thirdly, the Lord’s Acre plan, when 
guided and well managed, brings the ~ 
spirit of God into the daily life of the — 
farm and the home. It is a means of 
learning of God by doing for God. 
The dedicated projects warmly appeal 
to the heart, especially when pastoral 
commendation of the workers is — 
given; and help to make the workers 
receptive to the Gospel message. The 
Lord’s Acre plan puts life into stew- 
ardship, and serves to bring about a 
stewardship of life. Christian trustee- 
ship of the soil, improved farm prac- 
tices, and a deepened conception of 
farming as a partnership with God, 
are among the results of the Lord’s 
Acre plan. 


Harvest Festival in the great church at Foochow, China. 
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As Rev. Murray L. Wagner of 
Weyers Cave, Virginia, states, “If 
ever we discover a better plan of 
Christian fellowship and a more com- 
pletely Biblical method of raising 
funds to carry on the Lord’s work, 
we shall certainly adopt it. But until 
that time, we shall continue to be de- 
voted and enthusiastic supporters of 


the Lord’s Acre plan. We commend. 


it most highly to all churches which 
are interested in the fundamentals of 
the Christian faith.” 


Rev. Dumont Clarke is Director of re- 
ligious work for the Farmers Federation, 
a diversified cooperative which has its 
headquarters at Asheville, N. C. Those 
interested in securing further informa- 
tion concerning the Lord’s Acre plan 
may write to him directly. There is a 
nominal charge of 12c for the kit of 
literature available. 


Men and Events 
Sherwood Yang 

Sherwood Yang, devout Christian, 
and Chinese school principal, has 
come to the United States to study 
agriculture and rural life “in order to 
serve China better.” Now a student 
in Berea College, he declares, “I need 
no degree but I must learn all I can.” 
In his diary he recently wrote: “The 
first monthly tests are just over. I 
have come out all right. I have to get 
up at 4:30 A.M. and retire at 10:30 
P.M.; I generally study 5 hours every 
day (beside 35 hours of class work 
and labor per week) and 7 to 8 hours 
on holidays. I am really getting along 
alright.” 

His friends whe know his deep 
sense of humility and his flair for 
early rising and hard work will not 
be surprised to hear that he has been 
asked to become Director of the North 
China Christian Rural Service Union 
upon his return to China early in 
1950. 


* * * 


Rev. Dumont Clarke 

Rev. Dumont Clarke, religious di- 
rector for the Farmers Federation, 
Asheville, N. C., and leader of the 
Lord’s Acre Movement, has _ been 
named “Rural Man of the Year” by 
the PROGRESSIVE FARMER. This is 
in recognition of his long and useful 
service to rural churches. With char- 
acteristic humility he rejoices that 
“so many people have had their lives 
enriched and ennobled by doing 
something for the Master day after 
day all through the year.” 


Allen R. Huber 

There are now seventy cooperative 
credit unions making regular reports. 
One must see the hundreds of new 
homes being erected, rice lands, live- 
stock, plows, seeds, etc., being pur- 
chased, hundreds of children being 
educated, and many freed from debt 
and bondage to fully appreciate how 
effectively people can help themselves 
in this way. 


Deep Furrows 


When I was in India I visited as 
many mission stations as possible 
and saw there men and women teach- 
ing the people not rituals and theology 
as ends in themselves, but the mean- 
ing of religious values in terms of 
better health, better homes, and bet- 
ter agriculture—betier life. 

—GOVERNOR VAL CHRISTENSEN, 
Nebraska 
* * °K 

Let the Church teach the sacred- 
ness of personality, the dignity of 
honest labor, reverence for the earth 
and a sense of cooperation between 
man and God. 

—L. O. SHIRLEY, Sierra Leone 
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The greatest tribute ever paid to me 
was when some young people asked 
me to work with them as 4-H Club 
leader. Was I paid? Yes, a thousand 
times—I became a better man. 

—EarL NorMAN 


Village Democracy to be 

Tried in India 
¢ An experiment in democracy of 
the type of Greek city-states will be 
tried out in the rural areas of Agra 
district in the United Provinces in 
August. An entire village community 
will constitute the legislative body in 
which will vest plenary authority for 
that village. The executive and ju- 
dicial functions will be exercised by 
village councils and courts, respec- 
tively, elections took place last month. 
A camp for the training of headmen 
of village courts and presidents of 
village assemblies will be opened 
shortly. The village population of the 
United Provinces is about fifty-four 
millions. When the scheme is put into 
full operation the province is ex- 
pected to have 35,000 village assem- 
blies. 


Recent Publications 


RURAL LIFE IN THE UNITED 
STATES 


by C. C. Taylor and Others. 


This is really a sourcebook com- 
piled by eight different authors, each 
eminent in American rural life. There 
are chapters presenting the most re- 
cent and relevant information on the 
Farm Home and Family, Rural Life 
and Rural Sociology, The Rural 
Church and Religion, Rural Welfare 
and other topics of present day inter- 
est. There are five parts to the book 
dealing with Rural Social Culture, 
Rural Organization, Rural People, 
Rural Regions and Farmers in a 
Changing World. 

The book should prove to be a 
helpful source of information for 
teachers and students desiring a com- 
prehensive picture of the present day 
processes in rural America. 

Cloth bound, 550 pages and com- 
plete index, price: $5.00. Order direct 
from the publisher Alfred A. Knopf. 


BALKAN VILLAGE 

by Irwin J. Saunders. 

Selecting a typical Balkan village 
Mr. Saunders seeks to describe from 
the viewpoint of a sociologist the rad- 

(Continued on page 7, column 1) 


Rural Church Centers 

in Japan 
e Rural work in Japan, arrested dur- 
ing the war, is now reorganized in the 
form of Christian Rural Centers. The 
staff of a center usually consists of 
one full-time family and a number of 
volunteer workers. The ministry of 
the center may include religious 
teaching and work in agriculture, 
dairying, vegetable gardening, coop- 
erative methods, public health, family 
life, recreation, and other essentials 
to more abundant living. 

The Rural Committee of the 
Church of Christ in Japan gives guid- 
ance and encouragement to the cen- 
ters and allocates certain funds avail- 
able from the Interboard Committee, 
as a means of supplementing the lim- 
ited local resources. Officers for the 
Rural Committee in Japan are: 


Rev. Teiro Nogao, Chairman 

Rev. Toshi Kimata, Secretary 

Rev. Alfred R. Stone, Treasurer 

Some of the more typical centers to 
receive financial assistance during the 
past year were: 


Japanese farmer plowing by hand. With 

2,200 people per square mile of cropland 

Japan has a food problem of grave pro- 
portions. 


TSUYAZAKI. This center with the 
direct aid of Miss Peet carries on one 
of the largest rural programs. The 
gospel schools, neighborhood house, 
health work, and leadership training 
are the more important projects at 
this place. 

SAKAHONJI. This project under 
the leadership of Rev. Fumio Iwai has 
made a good start toward a self- 
supporting community and church. 
Their most urgent need was equip- 
ment for their gospel schools and 
shelter for the day nursery. 


MIKATAGAHARA. This too is one 
of the more promising projects. Over 
twenty years ago, a tuberculosis sani- 
tarium was started here by the 
church on the cottage system. Due to 


having their own land, livestock, and 
improved field and garden crops, they 
were said to provide for their patients 
the best food of any sanitarium in 
Japan. Our subsidy was granted to 
help in providing a more adequate 
rural church center here. 


AIZU-TAKADA. Rev. Sakae Endo 
kept the program of this place going 
all during the war, even though he 
was almost alone at times. But his 
work boomed after the war. They 
are now in need of practical equip- 
ment for this greatly enlarged rural 
ministry. 

Other centers we were able to aid 
financially were Ebetsu, Tsuda, Rifu, 
and Shimamura. Our Committee has 
listed eleven other struggling proj- 
ects for grants in order to better sta- 
bilize their work. . 


The opening of these rural centers 
is in line with the twenty-five-year 
rural plan set up in 1947. One of the 
great obstacles to rural rehabilitation 
in Japan is the lack of suitably train- 
ed rural leaders. A wide network of 
training centers is regarded as one of 
the first steps in supplying this need. 


—From a report by ALFRED STONE 


Anklesvar 
e At Anklesvar, India, representatives 
from several churches and missions 
met to consider next steps in the 
development of the Christian Rural 
Service and Training Center at that 
place. We are indebted to Rev. H. J. 


Brooks, Secretary, for a report of 
the meeting. 


Bishop John Subhan was present to | 


lead devotional periods and partici- 
pate in the sessions. Declared Bishop 
Subhan: “Christ is interested in all 


aspects of life and in His way lie the © 


solutions to men’s physical and eco- 
nomic as well as spiritual needs.” 
There was agreement that this cen- 
ter of cooperative work should be at 
Anklesvar, but that its efforts should 
be focused upon village problems of 
the whole area. Staff requirements 
should include: an agriculturist, a 


Christian education leader, a worker — 
for home and family life education, ~ 


and specialists for rural health, recre- 


ation, and cooperatives. It was also — 


agreed that the Christian groups in 


Gujarat should first explore and use 


their own resources to carry forward 
this plan. 

A study group consisting of the fol- 
lowing was appointed to make their 
contribution in the fields indicated: 
Agriculture and Cooperatives: J. C. 

Watson and Vinayaka Ratianchand. 
The Home: Mrs. R. Dickey and Mrs. 

C. Shaw. 

Health: Dr. Leonard Blickenstaff and 

Miss Elizabeth Overby. 


Recreation: Lester Finley and Ra- 


manlal M. Christian. 

Christian Education: Anna Warstler 
and G. K. Satvedi. 

An institute for approximately 20 
rural-minded leaders is to be held in 
1950 under the direction of Mr. A. F. 
Bollinger. 


“The village mother is a major factor in rural reconstruction.”—Brayne. 


Mission school girls preparing food.—Anklesvar, India. 


Photo by A. F. Bollinger 


A budget of Rs. 1200 was approved 
for use as follows: 


Institute Rs. 400 
Study Group 300 
Literature 250 
Office 200 
Miscellaneous 50 

Rs. 1200 


It was recommended that the budg- 
et be provided in equal shares by the 
Methodist Church, Irish Presbyterian 
Mission, and the Church of the 
Brethren, Joint Council. 

Present were: Bishop John Subhan, 
Rev. Peter N. Christian, Mr. Lester 
Finley, representing the Methodist 
Church; Miss Florence Palmer, Meth- 
odist Women’s Board; Rev. W. H. 
Hanna, Chairman, Mr. J. C. Watson, 
representing the I. P. Mission; Rev. 
P. G. Bhagat, Rev. H. J. Brooks, Sec- 
retary, Rev. A. F. Bollinger, Director, 
representing the Joint Council of 
Church of the Brethren. 


Rural Church Department 

Philippines 
® We are indebted to Rev. Allen 
Huber, Director, for a complete ac- 
count of the June meeting of the 
Rural Church Department and the 
Christian Rural Fellowship in the 
Philippines. We select a few items 
from their forward-looking report. 
They: 

Decided: Upon a goal of at least 
500 new members of the Christian 
Rural Fellowship for the coming year, 
200 in Luzon, 100 in East Visayas, 
100 in Mindanao, and 100 in West 
Visayas. 

Approved: Plans presented by Rev. 
Cornelio Ferrer for rural church 
courses in the Schools for Christian 
Service. There will be basic courses 
of 120 units and an additional 80 units 
for those workers who wish to enter 
a four-year study club. 

Planned: For the publication of 20 
rural church and community success 
stories. 
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A church of the village people in the Philippines. 


(Continued from page 5) 

ical, political, secial, religious and 
economic forces that are today crash- 
ing against a tradition-bound people 
as they till their well-loved land. 
Among the nine chapters one’s at- 
tention was especially drawn to those 
dealing with, The People and Their 
Village. 

For those who wish to understand 
the Balkan people and the terrific 
forces at work this book will be en- 
lightening. 

Cloth bound, excellently printed, 
illustrated, and indexed, 290 pages. 
Price $4.00. 

Order direct from University of 
Kentucky Press, Lexington, Ky. 


Encoureged: The development: of 
the Rural Church Extension Library 
and authorized the Director to order 
the following books from Agricultural 
Missions: 


Hymns of the Rural Spirit 100 copies 
The Small Community 


—Morgan 10 copies 
Town and Country Pulpit 

—Rapking 100 copies 
Our Plundered Planet 

—Osborn 2 copies 
Road to Survival—Vogt 2 copies 
Good Times in the Rural 

Church 10 copies 


Better Villages—Brayne 10 copies 
4 


Considered: That evangelical 
churches organized the. first Credit 
Unions and since then the responsi- 
bility for leadership has remained 
with evangelical Christians. Today 
approximately one-half of all credit 
unions in the Philippines are parish 
unions. 

Announced: That Government is 
prepared to provide information to 
interested groups concerning Rural 
Life Improvement Clubs, as an equiv- 
alent to the 4-H clubs in the United 
States. 


Tillage Dries Up Soil 


e More harm than good may result 
to crops by cultivating the soil dur- 
ing a dry spell. Because of the lack of 
rainfall, soil is not crusting, explains 
W. A. Mitcheltree, of Rutgers Univer- 
sity, and unless some of the more 
hardy weeds got by the last cultiva- 
tion, there is no point in cultivating. 
On the harmful side, cultivation now 
turns up moist soil with unnecessary 
loss of moisture. Furthermore, it dis- 
turbs root systems of plants and kills 
some of the root hairs that are neces- 
sary to pick up the moisture and plant 
food. 

A farmer or gardener believes he 
is doing good by cultivating because 
he sees moist soil where he works. 
He thinks he is drawing up the mois- 
ture, but actually, the only effect is 
to expose more soil to the effects of 
evaporation. Mitcheltree’s warning is 
backed up by research in the Soils 
Department at the State University. 
The warning applies equally to or- 
chards, vegetables and field crops that 
have not been irrigated. Soil that has 
been irrigated may need cultivation 
to break the surface crust and form 
a dust mulch. 


4-H Prayer for Better Living 
and a Better World 


e Give us grateful hearts, our Father, 
for all thy blessings; help us to be 
more worthy members in our own 
homes and more responsible citizens 
in our communities; make us mindful 
of those in need; give us strength to 
do our full part; relieve the suffering 
of the world; and grant peace in our 
time. Amen. 


*% * % 


“Doing an injury puts you below 
your enemy; revenging one makes 
you but even with him; forgiving it 
sets you above him.” 

—BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 


SHORT-TERM SCHOOL FOR 
RURAL MISSIONARY 
WORKERS 


Scarritt College Rural Center 
Crossville, Tennessee 
March 20-April 26, 1950 
® Scarritt College will hold the elev- 
enth annual Short-term School for 
Rural Missionary Workers, March 29 
to April 26, 1950, at the Scarritt Rural 
Center in Crossville on the lovely 

Cumberland Plateau of Tennessee. 


J. H. OLpHAM, 

I have for a long time held the 
theory, which up to the present has 
been merely a theory, that every man 


ought some time in his life to glorify 


God by cultivating the earth. This is 
an obligation which I have up till now 
failed to fulfill, and I am glad that 
the opportunity has been given me 
before I pass hence of doing some- 
thing about it. I am in the process of 
becoming a gardener. 
from a personal letter 


Scarritt College short-term school, class of 1948. 


The course constructed around the 
basic theme “The Church and the 
Christian Rural Community” will 
have weekly units dealing with the 
Church and its task of making the 
rural community Christian. Units will 
include Worship and Witness, Chris- 
tian Philosophy of Rural Life, Home 
and Family Life, Rural Community 
Organization, Health, Better Agricul- 
ture and Economic Conditions, Educa- 
tion and Literacy, Rural Leadership, 
Working with Other Peoples, Arts 
and Crafts. 

The school will be followed by a 
nine-day Travel Seminar, April 27 to 
May 5, with visits to outstanding rural 
projects. This will give opportunity to 
observe how Church, School, Govern- 
ment, and other agencies are working 
and cooperating to develop better 
conditions for rural life. 

Special consideration will be given 
to rural needs in mission lands, but 
rural workers in America will find the 
course equally helpful. 

Detailed announcements and appli- 
cation forms may be secured from 
Agricultural Missions, Inc., 156 Fifth 
Ave., New York 10, N. Y., or, Dr. 
Leslie G. Templin, Director, Scarritt 
College Rural Center, Crossville, 
Tenn. Applications for admission 
should be mailed directly to Dr. L. G. 
Templin, Crossville, Tenn. 


Forum on Missionary 


Preparation and Training — 
The preparation and training of 


missionaries for service in a changing 


rural world is the subject of a forum 
to be held at Buck Hill Falls, January 
13-14, 1950 as a post-session to the 
Foreign Missions Conference. Spon- 
sored by the Committee on Mission- 
ary Personnel, and the Rural Missions 
Cooperating Committee the forum 
will consider: 

New and old factors in the present 
world situation which call for more 


adequate emphasis upon rural work. 
The high cost of inadequate prep-— 
aration in terms of personnel, finance 


and achievement on the field. 
Essential training requirements for 
different types of rural work. 


A policy for more adequate rural 


training. 


There will be no addresses, nor. 


| 


’ 


papers presented; the entire time will | 


be given to free discussion and shar-_ 


ing of views by all present. An invita- 
tion has been extended to all who 
are interested 
timely subject. 


The Church in Our World 


by JosEF L. HROMADKA 


® Let us free ourselves from any entanglement in the fears, 
prejudices, hatreds, and panic of our times and form a company 
of believers who unreservedly trust and obey the Lord of Lords 
and King of Kings, and whose only real loyalty is to the head of 
the Church, His word of promise and commandment. 

No kind of curtain, be it gold or silk or iron must separate us 


from one another; all national and class obsessions must be re- 


moved; all earthly interests, all interests, all treasures of culture 
and civilization must disappear until we see nothing “save Jesus 


alone” (Matt. 17: 8). 


The terms “liberty,” “democracy, 
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justice,” have become vague, 


uncertain and dubious. There are people who, in the name of 
freedom and democracy, are backing groups and parties which 
are responsible for the breakdown of real freedom and democracy. 
The confusion of minds, hearts, and tongues goes beyond any- 
thing the preceding eras of history have witnessed. The Church 
realizes and fully understands the gravity of the moment. 
However, the Church of Christ, being free from illusions and 
cheap optimism, is equally free of hysteria, panic, and despair. 
She summons all her members, and, indirectly, the people beyond 
her boundaries, to “the work of faith, and labor of love, and 
patience of hope” (yes, patience of hope!) (I. Thess. 1: 3), to 
make a new beginning, to start from the bottom and to work for 
a new society, which will in a more adequate way respond to 
the real:needs of the present moment and reflect more genuinely 
the invisible glory and majesty of the Crucified and Risen Lord. 
There is no real freedom, no real justice, without a total submis- 
sion to Him who has come to give us life and give it more 


abundantly. 


—From National Christian Council of China News 


in this urgent and - 


